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CLAIM AMENDMEN TS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 
Listing of Clai ms 

1 1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus that establishes services that utilize policy - 

2 enabled resources in a communications network, comprising: 

3 a first policy enforcement point iPJ 1 13. n 1 k nt of the 

4 c ommun ic ations network ^that identifies perfor ms identification of p olicy-enabled 

5 resources that are available and allocates requested policy-enabled resources to 
e services; kr%\ 

i a first network resource controller (NRC) within ^a|1 domain on the 

<s communications network that mafa ,- requests, from available policy-enabled 

9 resources,, of any policy-enabled resources within QaJ^first domain required to 

10 establish a particular service- r-tho ■■ roc ree sts fe om- fcho a^iteblc pofey»enarbted * 
is a^e^ e ^ J^eiag-SQp^i'at e -from4h» i dojat i ijeation of the policy onablod r o ooup coa; and 
12 a i t ) -> k I i< \ \ } 5 M" i p-^r- } m , Me 
'3 EM£icuig£-.service being ootabl ' t i 1 ) > i » V i i>kd resources 
H allocated to that the part i cular service, said first resource policy layer including a 
is first policy dee e r i p - tH»H -- p r o tece-. < nr (PDF), wherein: 



therein policy v*<uwt^t*Jl ^QfftW AV£ va^^^o^ 
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said first NRC acts as a trusted entity that initiates a n as&o siat km 
between said first PEP and said first PDP, 

said first PDP provides said first PEP with a-pehej policies upon 
establishment of said a-g s &cia - t -i &R between said first PEP and first PDP, and 

when said first NRC requires resources from a second domain outside 
the first domain, said first NRC signals a request to a second NRC in said 

second domain \vlu-.-ii ■■'•vt* i J + t_ i l ij \ mitint. ,- un_a u ooeiation 

between a second PEP in said second domain and said first PDP, said first 
PDP providing said second PEP with a - policy the polic ies upon establishment 
of said . aa&ociafckm between said second PEP and said first PDP , whereby 
thcro is a decoupling of policy - management from the -management of - poi -iey- 



2. (P ro v i o v> i i dy P re s ea te4) The apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
first PEP comprises a plurality of virtual PEPs, each virtual PEP being associated 
f|_tc|a respective service. 



3-5. (Canceled) 



6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
apparatus further comprises: 
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3 a second RPL associated with a-the second domain comprising ^thejjsecond 



i 7. (Canceled) 



1 8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein resource 

2 capability information, descriptors are used for resource discovery and policy 

3 provisioning. 



9. (Currently Amended) A method of establishing services that utilize policy- 
enabled resources in a communications network, comprising: 

identifying, at a first policy enforcement point (PEP) A policy-enabled 
resources within a first domain that are available and allocating requested policy- 
enabled resources to services; 

requesting, from available policy-enabled resources at a first network 
resource controller (NRC)Vany i l i i i <j ish a 

particular service ,-tfae-¥S€^<^mg - &tcp bcing -^ e ^ft^ftt ' e-it'O ' m- ^be identifying 3fep - ; w «-H | vtK \W- 

establishing the p o_ j resource policy layer (RPL): 

and wAV , H* M«A ffcuwct. JoUuj 

provisioning^ to a- the established servic e being cstabliohod at a firot resource 
peliey- - layer (RPL ). the policy -enabled resources allocated to that— the established 



- 4 - 
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service, said first resource policy layer including a t- least o n e a first policy 

dcacription protocol decision point (PDP), wherein: \M.^.^^e^«»J 4 UunValtd ny ^J j ^ S ' J 

said first NRC acts as a trusted entity that initiates ^ ^as sociation between 

said first PEP and said first PDP, 

said first PDP provides said first PEP with a policy policies upon 

establishment of said ■ aoooeiation between <-iu I firsi Pi' P and sa d irst PDP, and 

when said first NRC requires resources from a second domain outside the 

first domain, said first NRC signals a request to a second NRC in said second 

domain, which acts as t he trust ed entity that initiates -a a^s & &Gia 4ien. between a 

second PEP in said second domain and said first PDP, said first PDP providing said 

second PEP with a— ^>el-iev — the policies upon establishment of said asoooiat i on 

between said second PEP and said first PDP ; whereby there is a decoupling of policy 

rgemenfe-of-p 



10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 9, wherein virtual 
PEPs of a main the first PEP are provisioned to provide resource services. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method as defined in claim 11, wherein the 
virtual PEPs are provisioned to provide services in said second domain. 
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1 13. (Previously Presented) The method as defined in claim 12, wherein said first 

2 PEP and said second PEP are provisioned with the same service by said first PDP, 

1 14-16. (Canceled) 

4r i 17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the first 

2 PEP and the second PEP are virtual PEPs created upon request for saidQ aJ} 

3 particular service by one of the first NEC and the second NEC. 

1 18. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 9, wherein the first 

2 PEP and the second PEP are virtual PEPs created upon request for said^ afQ 

3 particular service by one of the first NEC and the second NEC. 

1 19. ( Cur r e nt ly . Amende d) An apparatus that establishes services that utilize 

2 policy-enabled resources in a communications network, comprising: 

3 a first network resource controller (NEC) within a domain on the 

4 co mmu nicatio n s network , said first NEC requesting, from available policy-enabled 

5 resources, any policy-enabled resources required to establish a particular service; 

c a virtual first policy enforcement point (PEP) residing on a network elemen t 

? of the communications ne t wo rk that is created upon requesting the particular 
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service, said virtual PEP identifying policy-enabled resources that are available and 

allocating requested policy-enabled resources to the particular service; 

a resource policy layer (RPL) th at est a blishes t he particular service and 

includes in cluding a policy description protocol de - < int (PDP), wherein the 

virtual PEP is provided with information to contact the PDP of the RPL in order to 

provision the policy-enabled resources allocated to the particular service, 

20. (CmTonfc!y-Amefl4oel) A method of establishing services that utilize policy- 
enabled resources in a communications network, comprising: 

requesting, from available policy-enabled resources at a first network 
resource controller (NRCX any policy-enabled resources requhed to establish a 
particular service; 

creating a virtual first policy enforcement point (PEP) upon requesting the 
particular service; 

identifying, at the virtual PEP, policy-enabled resources that are available 
and allocating requested policy-enabled resources to the particular service; 

providing the virtual PEP with information to contact a policy descript io n 
protocol decision point (PDP) of a resource policy layer (RPL); 

establishing th e pa rticular se rvice with a first resource policy layer (RPL): 

and 
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provisioning, to the particular - established service b ei ng ■■■ established ' at the 

& * < polic-3 ei fR-PL ..i policy -enabled resources allocated to the particular 



servi.ee, 



